Aiden – The Builder
Grade: 9
Identity: White student from a rural area with a moderate intellectual disability.
Strengths: Mechanically skilled; dependable; enjoys hands-on tasks and teamwork.
Challenges: Difficulty generalizing academic skills between environments.
Postschool Goal: Employment in construction or maintenance with job coaching.
Barrier Example: Few community-based work opportunities in his rural district.

Reflective Prompt:
How might partnerships expand Aiden’s access to authentic work-based experiences?

Jaylen – The Robotics Innovator
Grade: 8
Identity: Black male student with autism spectrum disorder.
Strengths: Analytical thinker; great with technology; thrives in structured, predictable environments.
Challenges: Struggles with group work and sensory overload in large settings.
Postschool Goal: Pursue engineering or robotics through a technical education pathway.
Barrier Example: Robotics club meets after school, but transportation and anxiety limit participation.

Reflective Prompt:
How might UDT principles help Jaylen engage in STEM in ways that reduce access barriers?

